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REMARKS 



Applicants have studied the Office Action dated June 1, 2006 and have made 
amendments to the claims. It is submitted that the application, as amended, is in condition for 
allowance. Claims 1-20 are pending. Claims 1 -3, 6-12, 15, 16, 18, and 19 have been amended. 
Reconsideration and allowance of the pending claims in view of the above amendments and the 
following remarks are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1,11, 12-15, 19, and 20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Masters et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,199,252). Claims 2 and 16 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masters et al. in view of Nagel et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,062,649). Claims 3, 8, 10, and 18 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Masters et al. in view of Jay et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,647,637). Claims 4, 5, 
and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masters et al. in view 
of Rowland (U.S. Patent No. 4,3 1 8,556). These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

The present invention is directed to an improved backrest for an automobile vehicle seat. 
One embodiment provides a backrest that includes a framework, a padding, a padding cover, a 
screen for a rear face of the backrest, and a rigid back panel shield frame . The padding cover 
covers the padding and a front face and sides of the backrest, and covers at least a portion of the 
back panel shield frame. The back panel shield frame is a frame with at least two lateral sides, a 
bottom side, and a central opening . The back panel shield frame is attached to the rear side of the 
framework of the backrest so as to cover lateral edges of the framework and a bottom part of the 
rear side of the framework of the backrest. The back panel shield frame mcludes towards an 
inner edge at least one groove adapted to accommodate and hold an edge of the padding cover 
and an edge of the screen. 

Because such a rigid back panel shield frame is attached to the rear side of the framework 
of the backrest, there can be eliminated the volumes of padding foam that are conventionally 
required to define the shapes and the style of the seat. Additionally, attaching such a back panel 
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adapted to accommodate and hold an edge of a padding cover that covers the padding and a front 
face and sides of the backrest and to hold an edge of a screen for a rear face of the backrest. The 
padding is located between the padding cover and the suspension mat. 

Thus, while the support member of Masters is attached to the front face of the framework 
of the backrest, the back panel shield frame of the present invention is attached to the rear face of 
the framework so as to cover at least a portion of the rear side of the framework (e.g., a bottom 
part of the rear side of the framework). Further, while the support member of Masters is a solid 
contoured plate, the back panel shield frame of the present invention is in the form of a frame 
with sides and a central opening. This "frame" construction is clear in the figures, especially in 
Figure 2 along with the cross-sections of Figures 2a and 2b. See also specification at 3:34-4:2; 
4:27-29.^ 

Because a rigid back panel shield frame with sides and a central opening is attached to the 
rear side of the framework of the backrest, there can be eliminated the volumes of padding foam 
that are conventionally required to define the shapes and the style of the seat. Additionally, 
attaching such a back p anel shield frame to the rear side of the firework allows symmetrical 
shapes to be easily obtained for the two sides of the backrest even if the framework does not have 
such a symmetry, provides great freedom in the design, and allows accurate positioning of the 
screen to be ensured in relation to the framework so as to provide more space for the knees of the 
rear passenger. See specification at 2:33-3 : 1 2. 

Applicant believes that the differences between Masters and the present invention are 
clear in amended claims 1 and 15, which set forth various embodiments of the present invention. 



^ Additionally, the "inner edge"of the shield frame that is recited in the claims and 
described in the specification is the inside edge of the shield frame that defines the central 
opening. Otherwise, it would not be an "edge". Further, the priority document that was 
incorporated by reference uses the French word "cadre" was used for the "frame" of the shield 
frame. The word "cadre" implicitly defines a central opening in the structure of the shield frame. 
Thus, from the specification and drawings, it is clear that the shield frame is in the form of a 
frame with sides and a central opening. 
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